
Today we celebrate the start of the Triduum, the three days of the 
Lord Jesus’ life, passion, death, and resurrection: his last supper with 
his disciples, the Passover meal; his suffering in prayer in the garden 
of Gethsemane; his betrayal at the hands of one of his own disciples, 
Judas Iscariot; his ridicule and torture at the hands of the Sanhedrin 
and later the Romans; his willingness to accept death, death on the 
cross, which became for us the Tree of Life; culminating with his 
rising, his returning to God the Father, on Easter Sunday morning. 
 
At this evening’s celebration we have already received the sacred oils, 
blessed by Bishop Quinn at the Chrism Mass held this past Monday, a 
celebration with his priests who renewed their priestly promises to ‘be 
more united with the Lord Jesus and more closely conformed to him”, 
“to be faithful stewards of the mysteries of God”, and to be “moved 
only by zeal for souls.”  These oils will be used throughout the year to 
bring healing to the sick, to welcome catechumens to the Church, and 
to seal the gifts of the Holy Spirit upon those receiving the Sacraments 
of Baptism and Confirmation.   
 
On this night some 2000 years ago we received from Jesus three gifts: 
the Eucharist, the priesthood, and a new commandment.  In the first 
reading from the Book of Exodus God tells the Jews how to prepare for 
the Passover, the night on which the firstborn of man and beast alike 
will see death throughout the land of Egypt.  Only those homes 
marked by the blood of the unblemished lamb and who partake of its 
flesh will be spared.  This Passover Meal is to be a memorial feast, 
celebrated as a PERPETUAL institution for all generations to come.   
 
So too, at the Last Supper, Jesus instituted the Eucharistic feast as he 
blessed the bread and wine, consecrating it as his own body and 
blood, the body and blood of the unblemished sacrificial lamb, and 
giving it to his disciples telling them to, “Do this in remembrance of 
me.”  The Eucharistic feast, however perpetual, isn’t an annual 



celebration, but one commanded by Jesus to be done “as OFTEN as 
you eat this bread and drink this cup.”  This is why our priests 
celebrate Mass every day, uniting themselves more to Christ and 
moved by the zeal of souls. 
 
Besides instituting the Eucharist, St Paul tells us that Jesus also 
instituted the priesthood at the Last Supper.  Saying that he received 
from the Lord what he now hands on to others, the eucharistic prayers 
consecrating bread and wine into the body and blood, soul and divinity 
of Christ himself, the bloodless sacrifice of the Mass, celebrated by 
those ORDAINED thru Holy Orders, conformed to the person of Christ, 
Persona Christi.  Since the early days of the Church, the Apostles have 
handed on what they had received from Christ to their successors, 
bishops and priests, the apostolic mission of bringing the Good News 
to all corners of the earth and feeding his flock.   
 
In today’s gospel we have Jesus getting up from the supper, taking off 
his dress clothes, and, grabbing a bowl of water and a towel, proceeds 
to wash the feet of the Apostles.  Here, the man the Apostles call 
“Master” and “Teacher”, lowers himself to the position of a slave, a 
SERVANT.  In this one small act of humility Jesus teaches his Apostles 
that they TOO need to be humble and not overlording toward others.  
Out of LOVE they TOO must be servant to each other and to all.  This 
commandment is not meant for just those called to be servants of the 
Lord, but for ALL Christians in particular, and all MANKIND in general.  
“Love one another as I have loved you.” 
 
At the end of Mass we will make our own short journey from here in 
the upper room and walk with Jesus to Gethsemane where you can 
spend some time in prayer with Jesus, just like Peter, James, and John 
did.  Pray for our Bishop and priests. Pray for our families and friends.  
Pray for ourselves to the Father, as Jesus did, that “not my will but 
yours be done.”  


